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fJHAPTBB XIX
Acquaintance

Cither Ute moon tad set or lay be
a ctoml for the night very

dark with no trace o morning yet
vieitte In the Franco buckled

n her shoe and ard up The inn-
Keeper led forward his horse anJ
would doubtless have proffered hi as
siatance but when apokn he learned

he WMS already in the Middle
Set me on Ute road to Broughton-

f please
The road for tonight is Broughton

lie whispered then took horse by
the bridle and led him down the street
The lrl b cant aware that the town
trati alive with unseen men for at
EVery cantor iftkeeper breathed the

to sOme one Who
bad challenged his progress She real
fled then that Cromwell had surround
M with a ring of flesh a-

iviiiR Clasp as her own wrist had been
pinled earlier in the night At last

came suddenly from the shadow
it the houses into the open country
and the night seemed lighter

Straight on for about a said
the inkeeper You will be challenged
by a sentinel before you reach the
qiBUe and he ylll lead you there Re
member that the word going and re-

turn Ins 1 Broughton Doubt forget
Ibog of you to tell the general that
all preparations were made to your Ilk
Ing and with the hon t man let
36 the rein smote the horse on the
ttank and bade her good night

that exhilaration which comes of the
morning air the freshness of the coon
try and the movement of a spirited
horse She berathed deeply and felt
as ene brought newly to life again If
iti were not for h r upbraiding con
sciefece and her distress of mind she

have sung for the joy of living
But the Biblical phrase A thief in the
right haunted her and brought a
choking sensation to her throat once

twice she wavered and almost
back for there was still time

to undo but reflection showed her the
uselersnees of retreat as the town she
had left was manenvironed and until
Cromwell gave the word of release
Armstrong could no more reach
outer boundary than she could have
escaped when his fingers closed upon
her wrist Her sacrifice must be com-
plete or all she loved Were involved in
common ruin So with the phrase

Thief in the the night
she galloped until horse suddenly
placed fore feet cigid and carne to
a top so abrupt that the shock nearly
unseated her

Who goes came the sharp chal-
lenge from under the trees thaL qyer-

hadow 4 the highway
Broughton she answered automat

ical
Are you the woman front Banbury
Yes
This to Broughton castle I will lead

yoUr horse
They descended a slight depression

and came to a drawbridge passed un
def an arch In the wall then crossed a
level lawn on JtWrf further edge of
which stood the broad eastern front of
the castle with its nu nitrous mul-
lioaed windows a mysterious half light-
in the horteon playing on the blank
panes which recalled the sin ring open
eyes of a blind man The house
beeroed high and somber with no sign
of light within The sentinel bent
agaInst the door and ItWM opened at
one Aiullled us had been the knock-
ing on tile oak it awoke the alert gen-
eral tot when Frances had dismounted
aiMl followed her guide Into the ample
hall Cromwell at the head or the
stall a candle in his hand Less

of his comfort than Armstrong he
had evidently slept in hto hoots and as
Prances looked up at him his strong

seemed older than when she last
sew him although but a few days had
pmaecil The swaying flame of can-
dle held on a level with hit head
made the shadows come and go on the
rugged features and emphasized the
deep fwrrows in his face His hair was
towttted and lie had the unkempt ap-
pearance of a man who had slept In
his chHhec But lila eyes burned down
upon her m If their Ore had never been
extinguished for a moment

Come upS he commended and
ascended the stair cried Impatient
Weil
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There Is the kings commission she
said Quietly presenting the document-
to him He took it without a word
turned and entered the room site fol
lowed him He placed the candle on
a table did not take the time to
the silken cord that bound the royal
ctmunualcatlon Hat ripped it asunder
and preaM Open the crinkling parch
mont holding it up Tto the light He
read M through to the end then cast
It contemptuously on the table

CharJea Rex A wrerfc you have
mad o and opportunity And coun

to the girl Wet you
have dtine well Would you were H-

t for my brother sir 1C

it please you
It ready and the commission A

captain also You see I trusted you
So did another and through lila

faith he now lies undone at Danbury
You have not kIlled him cried

Cromwell sharply looking with
almost like alarm at the uncanny

apparition All beauty had deserted
her and her fn e seemed pinched and
small white a the parchment ojn

iind rendered unearthly in its
hue by th mass of cavern black hair
that surrounded It

Killed him no But I have killed

him robbed him to buy for you
with thp name of your maker on your
Iff life that you know was not for
f Hod but which you had the power to
dcMroy x

Ah yes yes yes I remember your
tongue of old hut it may wag harm
loss now for all of tne His was
forfeited aye this Scots as well
But no matter now

mut-
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threw her the pardon for
her brother and his commission as cap
tain then strode out of the room to
the head of the stair again and she
heard his strenuous voice

Hobson
J re excellency
Ride at once to the commandant atBanbury Tell him the Scot goes free

Tell him to send word north and see
that he Is not molested but should he
turn in his trackn and attempt to reach
Oxford again hold him and send word
to me

Yes excellency
Send up a stoup of wine

He waited at the Htairhead until the
wine was brought then took it into the
room and placed it on the before
her

Drink he said
I cannot she cried
Drink drink he shouted in a voice

to harsh that it made her tremble She
lifted the flagon to her lips and barely
sipped the liquid

Drink he red bringing his
On the oaken table

with a tha made the very room
culver The oroc had all the brutal
nirseneas of an oath and it beat down

resolution as the storm hfels
the sanHng Sin drank deep then
thr i irnii flrir raised hinds In tee
and burst Into a helpless wail of weep

able
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lack Bruce ftoith a came breast on
maddened fotfi the detignt of battlei1 1ivar

D

ing1 Cromwells face softened now
that he w s obeyed and he looked at
this passionswayed hUrran flower with
the air of a puxxleJ man Then his
huge hwpd patted her heaving sbuldel with some atempt at gentleness

There there he said In tones not
unkindly do not distress yourself You
are a lra e wench and the wlne will do

you take it as it werea draught I meant no harsh-
ness toward you Indeed you reiiilnd
me of ins own daughter who thinks

this foolish king in my ver i ears Aye
and is as ready with the tears aws any
one of you to the bewilderment of
stralghtsolng folk I have a younger
daughter who Is your namesake and I
love her well You will rest here In
Broughton

No sobbed the girl I must
at once to Banbury Give iftX I beg of
you a pass for my servant to the coun
ty of Durham I would send him on
to my brother without delay so that
your release may reach him as soon as
may be

But you You do not purpose trav-
eling further with thfe Scot

have done the crbne I must not

Of

good though

her father criminal and shout for

you

whIt
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shirk the punishment
Tnt tut that is womans talk There-

is no punishment He dare not place a
hand on you You may kAva an

of twevity men who will see you
safe for all the Scots tust ever depre-
dated their neighbors

The pin dolefully shook hw
punishment will the shape-

of no lurshness from him It will come
to me when I his face knowing

thief in the night This pualehtnr nt-
hi with me now and till be with me al-
ways

Woman I do not like your bearing
touching what you have done You
did your duty by your country God
aiding yw Neither do I youf al-
titude towards this meddler in affairs
of is your relationship to
him

Merely that of the highwayman to-
ward his victim

Sharp words again hollow sound-
Ing brass and the tfnkllnk of cymbals
I ask you if there has been any foolish
talk between

If twas so tis not an affair of
state and I shall follow the example
of General Cromwell end allow no med-
dlers In 1C

A wry smile came to the lips of her
he remarked drily I

told you the wine would do you goo1
He sat down by the table and wrote

the pass for John the servant tying
the three papers with the hn
carded silk ocrd that lad wrapped ihe
parchment of the king Giving her the
package he accompanied her to tiia
head of the stair and 8 ood there white
she descended He did not offer her his
band nor say any word of farewell
They needed now no candle for the
early daylight was coming through tnt
broad eastern window Half way down
the stair she turned and looked up at
him

es-
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The innkeeper at Danbury did every-
thing that was possible for a man to rto
In aiding me

Cromwell made no comment en UMB
piece of Information standing there es
It he were a carven wooden staUie
of thfe decoration or the hall She com-
pleted her descent passed outsIde with
out looking back and mounted the horse
which a soldier was for her
The birds were twittering in the trees
anti the still water of the moat lay lke
molten silver In the new light She
rode up the acclivity then galoped for
Banbury reaching the town before
anyone was astir The streets were en
tirely deserted Cromwells command
having cleared them and the i islble
guards of a few hours before whom
the magic password stilled seemed SM-

xm txlBtent as If they had been phan-
toms of a vision

The sleepy innkeeper received the
horse and she crept up old
JohrTs room and knocked upon it until
he responded She Rave him his pass
and the two documents for her brother
and told him to off for Durham as
soon ft lie hi breakfast maktnr
whit h Mo iM t Vnvhurton
Park He was to toil her brother that

h
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she was well and would follow shortly
Tlnn she went to her own roomr threw
herself on the bed dressed as she was
and certain she wouldnever nejoy in-

nocent sleep again slept instantly

CHAPTER XX
p

Enlightenment
When William Armstrong awoke he

thought he had overslept himswfor
the trampling of horscsseunded hv th
paved courtyard below The one win-
dow of his room over which he had
drawn nd fastened heavy wooden
shutters the night before let in
thread light which showed him

day had come and the activity u
the yard made him fear he had lain
longer abed than was his custom He
was the more convinced of this in that
he remembered hazily the clattering
hoofs of a horse some time before aiiI
then later another being led out now
there appeared to be a third and the
hum of talk came up to him His win-
dow overlooked the stable yard and he
recognized the mumble of the hostler
who had him yesterday He lay
still half drowsed the mattress most
alluring to him when suddenly he
startled wide awake by a voice hE

u
of the-

re

was

¬

¬

=

knew
Then I turn to the left for Breugh

tonYes sir mattered tile hostler
Armstrong leaped from his bed

placed his the chlnck in tht
shutters and peered down mlo the
stable yard had not misled
Him De Cowrcy sitting on a horse was
just gathering up the reins and depart-
ing The Scot lot no tme In pulling
on his boots pushing aside the bed
unbolting the door and making his way
down the stair What did this gaily
plunaged bird of illomen here In
country of the parliament when hl
pluck was beside the king Was there
treachery afoot It loood lUte it Once
outside be saw it was still early wit
the sun scarcely risen He accosted
yawning hostler

Vho was that yo were
to Broughton

I dont know sir
When did he arrive
Last night sir after dark
Dld he stop in thfc house
Yes sir I thought he wasa friend

of he knew your house when
I was putting up his own He naked it
you were here and I told him you were
in the room over the yard

What is Broughton a hamlet
It is aeastle sir Says cas-

tle about three miles from here Gen-

eral Cromwell Is there now it Is hu
headquarters In this district

Cromwell
The young man stood stock still eyes

this ohanttocrlaln with Jrom
well How dared he come within the
parliamentary lines undisguised un

t

the

mab

l1l7ln Into vacancy What trRme hAd
kings

direct-
Ing

Lord

¬

¬

¬

¬

less unless
Like Inspiration the whole situation

Hashed upon him De Courcy knew the
burden he carried and had seen where-
It was placed He wets on his way to
sell his secret ant set the troops on
the track of the messenger He must
be off at once and outride the traitor
Before De Courcy had gone his three
miles he would have traversed a doaeil

from then on it would be
to the Scottish border

Is my horse fed

aid race

Yes sir
Gilt him out at Once I Will arouse

the others
He took three steps toward the inn

then topped as If shot his hand
clutched his breast

By God hes got the thing Itself
Robbed as Im a sinner

Now the disturbance In the night
stood out clear in his memory but
wasted not a thought over It In upon
the astonished hostler he swept

Neyer mind the saddle fellow
Spring up behind me and show me the
road to Brouchton Up I say the
horse can carry a dozen like us
Heres two gold piece for you guid-
ance and a still tongue 1 what I want

Armstrong grasped two pistols
from the holsters flung the hesitating
hostler upon the animals back aim

uti in front of him
Which way which way which

wayStraight down the stirft
gasped th V man dnsping
rWr th waist to the
right next lathe left That

I

I
leaped

sir
I npr

sir and

the

the
Nov

¬

it sir Up the hill Ah thoros your
man joggingM on ahoniH leisurely
enough if its him you noOk

Right Slip off I cant stop God
be with you

The hostler rolled in a J eap along
the ditch to his fet feeling
his limbs for TJroken bones thinking
his gold pieces hardly earned in such
image then satisfying himself that the
damage was not great hobbled back to
Banbury

De Gburcy riding easily as the man
bad sofd wholly unsuspicious of pur
suit or any reason for It had disap
peared riiito a hollow when Black
Bruce like a hunder cloud came over
the crest ahd charged down upon him
with the irrlslsttble force a troop of
dragoons The Frenchman hearing
too late of the phrt
ly turned his horse across
the worst movphient he cOuld have
made for BIack Bruce WTfA a war

came breast on maddened with
the delight of battle and whirled op
posing horse and rider over and over
like a cartwheel flung along the road
from the hand of a smith De Courcy
lay stunned at the road side
while his frightened steed staggered to

ataS

the
the

heofs
road

¬

¬

its feet leapod the hedge with a
scream of scampered across
the field to 1ft furthest extremity
Armstrong svrting himself to the
ground with a quieting word to Bruce
who stUl panting and watching
every movement of his master A

in Oftph hand Armstrong stood over
his victim

You halter dog traitor and scullion
give me the Kings commission

Sir you liatc killed me moaned
De Oourcy

You bribed tbJaT rope is your
end Youll tUke no acthe through

warflire
De Courcy vaguely wondering how

other knew he carrIed It drew
from within his torn doublet the sec-
ond commission signed by the king and
handed it up with a groan to the con-
queror As it Was an exact duplicate
of the one lost even to the silk
en cord honest Soot had not the
align test doflbt he had by His
own again and the was
equally jwmvjnced that someone hadbetrayed to Armstrong his secret mis-
sion yet for the life of him could notguess how this were possible The
yoiiiig man placed the document where
its predecessor had been then said to
his victim

Had I a and a hangman withme yob would life on yonder
tree When first i learned your char
actor you in some danger front
my sword since you stood
In jeopardy from my pistols beware
our third meeting for if you cross my
path vfW slranple you with my
naked hands if need be

fear ind
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De Convey made no reply He real
ized that this was n t a time for con-
troversy A standing man well armed

manifest advantages overan enemy
bruised and on the ground and some
thought of this came to4he mind of the
generotis victor now Owl his
was cooling HO felt thaft It was
undignified to threaten a helpless ad-
versary and if ho were traitor to the
king let the king with him So
whistling to his horse he sprang on
his back and rode to Banbury at a
slower pace than he had traversed the
same road some minutes before

The hostler mado grievous pretence
that he had boon all but murtlored by
his fall and Armstrong examined him
minutely as he would have done with a
fuvorllo horse pronouncing him none
the wor c for his but rather

rather

lea

¬

> ¬

¬

the better as ie was now more supple
than he had been for years He re-
warded the man lavishly nevertheless
and gave him for a lini-
ment good for man and beast should
after complications ensue

I hopo sir whined the man that
you did not the gentleman you
were In stiolv haste to meet as
as you did me

Very much the same cried Arm
fitv ff a laugh but you are
bfllWR off because I left him neither

itif tlQ ha i bestow Ing-

Ahr is tliat your same whispered

rec pt

gQm nt tfdl taking from hn
4tb the

>

¬

¬

the hostler glint of admiration light-
ing up his eyes JDan me If I did not
take tnoe for U gentleman of the road
when I first clapped yes on thee Ba
sure Ill say fdr Ive cut a
purse myself In younger days Those
times were better than now Theres
too many soldiers and too lets gentle-
men with fatpurses traveling the roads
nowadays fur our trade 1

numht

¬

Again William laughed and shook
hands with the old man as one

in a good way of business
might condescend to another leesjirog
perous and the veteran hostler boasted
of his Intimacy with a noted freebooter-
for the rest of his duys

Rub dowjv my liars well while I am
at breakfast said Armstrong and re-

ceiving every that the beast
oC so ezccllent a wan should receive
every attention he went to tho Inn and
there found Frances awaiting him

The girl was standing toy window
which was low and Ipng with a valance
of crlmnjed spotted muslin running
athwart the lower half of it A bench
was llxed beneath the window and on
this bench the girl had rested a knee
while her cheek was placed against the
diamond panes The light struck her
face and Illuminated It strongly and

stood so still that she seemed to
form part of a tableau which might
have Watching On the
table Jim tho cent pof

5JJrakfait wits spread r

coming The early morning gallop the
cxcitemont of contest the flush of

all had thelr Tect on his bearing
and he came in with the mein of a
Saxon prince his yellow hair almost
touching the beams of the low ceiling
The two formed a striking contrast
when the embodiment of

the embodiment of dejection
There was a new furtiveness in the
brief glance she cast upon him aifl
after her flrst startled cognizance she
looked beyohd him on either of
him over his head or at his feet but
never turned her eyes full upon

atiSu dnce

the

he

bean entitled
time moot

tliitUibed
Iii ct picture bT hits

vic-

tory

him s

high-
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iItan ajubllaht man ivimo

Ibis ILliettilt

ap-
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¬

¬

of yore
Ah my girl he cried you have

not slept well I can see that at onc
This will never do never do at all
But you arc certainly looking better
this morning than you did laat night-
Is that not so

You are looking veny well she suM
avoiding question

Oh TVe had a morning gallop al
readyWhat With the ride to Scotlanfl
still before you Is not a merciful man
merciful to his horse

He should be but I may say this
for Bruce he enjoyed the ride quite as
much as I did And now I am ray

>

¬

nous for breakfast and eager
road again He tinkled a little
that rested on the table W huve an-
other splendid day for it The sunflji
this morning was positively Inspiring
Come lasja and sit AVe

must get the roses back into those
cheeks and I think the ride toduy wIlt
do it for we will be nearing the north
ever nearlng the north and you are
just like me you are yearning for the
northland where all men are brave
and all the women fait

Pull and false you would
add That was your phrase I think

William laughed heartily drawing In
his chair

Yes iout our Stuarts not about
our ladies They are evor ril and
true And indeed many of them are
dark as well as lair and they are the
best Dark hair fair face and a loyal
heart there is a combination to cher-
ish when God is go d to a man and
allows hiuijtp meet it

The servant had now answered the
tinkling bell atd Frances was too busy
acting th to make any com-
ment on hjs enthusiastic description of
what w fs to be found In
pale cheeksrftddened as he spoke anti
he took this for a promising sign She
was convinced that lie had as yet not
knowledge of his wondered
when such knowledge would
cftme td him Site hoped

be delayed until they
were nearthe or across It
Then she muet tell him fli truth at

to herself
him If she could not to ratUrn When
she madeher confession she would bt
in a position to Cromwell had
said to her show him that the general
had given orders which would block

han bell

yoU down

I
th

I

and ere
the eiilight

enment would
flhiln

whatever and perEnltdt

relate all
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eoSt
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any backard move and reveal de
termination to hung the Scot should
he entangle himself further with Eng
lisji politics Yet she had the gravest
doubts that these dangers would

to be aware that his own personal safe-
ty weighed but lightly with him and
the very opposition would determine
him to try with it un-

abashed by the overwhelming odds
against him

These reflections trouble her until
they were on thoir horses once

more when Armstrong interrupted
them by out-

Wheres old John
I sent him on almond long slnco re

him She k well enough

rlb

in-

fluence

¬

¬

¬

¬
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plied Frances
Good We shan overtake him

Goodby pirate he te the grin-
ning hostlen May I meet you on

next time with a thousand pounds
on you and If you whisper Banbury
to me I will not lift a penny of It

Good luck to you and your fall lady
sir replied time enriched old man vnlg
i g his Cap in salute He wished more
travelers lUte the brawny Scot came
that way

Why do you call the poor man a
pirate asked Frances

Oh were comrades laughed Arm
strong He thmksf me a capable
prompt and highwayman
and admitted on the quiet had
cut a purse himsell on occasion in the
days of his youth

And why dom he think you are a
highwayman

Ah that would bfc telling Suppose-
it is because I the fairest lady
In the land The sex have ever fa

on

the-

I
road

ththe

I

I

¬

¬

¬

vored the biggest rascals No I shall
not incriminate myself but shall main-
tain my pose of the amiable hypocrite
Here rides Will Armstrong the hon-
est man If you Ukfe his own word for
IU But the hostler knows better He
sees se ret comings and goings anti
draws his own conclusions Banbury

Oh Lord I Khali never forget
Banbury It is a place of mys-
tery the keeper ot dark secrets and
sudden rides of midnight theft and of
treachery Ask the Broughton road
where Cromwell to reveal what it
knows Things happen along that
track which tho klhg knows nothing of
and his royal signature takes journeys
that he never counted upon

Heavens pity do you mean
moaned the gUI whitening to the lips
He laughed joyously but him
self whoa he saw the terrifying effect
of his words on hits companion They
were now cloar pf Banbury and trot-
ting along the Coventry road Their
departur had met with no opposition-
and they had seen not oven A single
soldier The opep country hay before
them the turrets of Ute town sinking
in the rear s

My foolish words have frightened-
you Forgot them I am accumulating
experiences that will interest you to
hear when the tithe thp tell-
ing of them but of ono thing I am as
iredtlt gnod UiM F y his

own ml tlii ld d mo since yes

lbS

hat
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om for
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terday morning broke Come Frances
let us gallop Thailand a trust in the
Lord will remedy all the Ins of ntau

th respite
t ore atr full speed nevertheless her

inlnaT as solely troubled What did
ht know what did he know heat
through her brain In unison with the
clatter of the horses hoofs It was not
peesible that chance had brought him
thus to the very oC her s Hty
secret Cromwell treachery midnight
stealth the Broughton road
words and phraseS tortMred her Was
this then the line of his revenge Did
he know all and did he to keep
her thus In suspense hinting
her fears then theta makjug
her black crime the subject of jest ah l
laughter She cast a over h r
shoulder Banbury had disappeared
they were alone flying over the laud

doubt was unbearable
endure it no loitgor Impetuously h
reined her horse to a
she and at the own
horse and Bruce halted and stood The
young man turned with alarm to her

v ma-
nS cLOt

Y

e she

J
cried

aDd tbex

would

°

agitated ref
Broughton Croitrwelll

0 that is a secret J did not WttwV
to tell you until our journey was dUkcd

no laughing matter I
know what you n ean-

AH dangers are jauchable onv h y-

are past An wHkjjown unsus eined
danger threatened me at 1C te
now past and done wifli ahd the jwr n
who plotted me can
no more ae r a ns wnr I do
not wish to mention this
Barring W I may tell ron
well as another time If you os re to
listen

Do I the
O yes You knew the person long

before I did It was t person I tftsted
but now know t be a traitor a
thief

It was some mitieKl before ywtatties
could t she ajd
quietly UKJklmr 9JWT at hA h
mane

l ltrti Ifers knd V l tH y

atd hc cHHrk strtefe
hours V

3 put lay ao looked
In drowsiness that I i bt tier
was calling to met If the aeven sleep
ers were melted into jdne I out
sleep that one T

robbed in the night It i

sorpe sort or disturbance
dence stood friend By time merest

What do yoU moan by your of

when tould ever
It I

DOlt lUll

know

bu

l
tb

f
J

wel1 to
n-

at that hour for r eJhember ditnI
But Provl-

f

thik
sad

we 1aug11 tethlr
Is t Ht
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hear

liL
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chanco it might seetti
chance as I believe I aw the
make for Broughton So Cot
Broughton cried I on the burt beck
of Bl Bruce and see
pistols would win back what had been
stolen front me The d
it was and the the ofiM
ness saying this he whisked front his
pocket the kings commission waving
It triumphantly aloft Her wide eyes

in the amazing sight of It slow-
ly brimming with superstitious

then she asked a duplicate the
question that had been aaked of her a
lew hours before

Did you kill Cromwell K
Cromwell I never saw
From whom then diil wrench

that parchment

JOt

hrt
If J SIDM

Brou top
pistols diet

r-

and

hut

him
iou
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From the thief of course He never
reached Cromwell-

O Im going mad Who is the
thief who is the thief

De Courcy If you must Why
does this trivial matter so
De Courcy followed us frpm Oxford
night and was lodged at our ijwi By
some means he penetrated into my
room stole this from me and I sever
missed it until I saw him ride for
Broughton even then to tell
the exact truth But I remembered-
that he had seen me place this paper
in the inside pocket ofmy vest in the
kings own presence and Jtbeii the
Whole plot came me Before he saw
Broughton Bruce Ahd I were down
upon him like a Highland storm on the
lowlands My sword you should
seen us For a w j one
whirligig of horses legs and French
man like a rare show of acrobats
struck by a whirlwind If I had not
been so angry I would have had the
best laugh of my life and the genial
William threw back his head ajtd made
the wood echo with his merriment at
the recollection But the grf was sober
enough

This is not the kings commission-
she said quickly-

Oh but it is
It is not Have you read it

soon d ae
lIe the 1iord and nihfoldod the

sheepskin She Iwttjett eftatirly Cornmrd
and scanned the vrrittng while Arni

read It

know
d
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have
Iminute there

I

I

r

untied

last

anth not

You see ried gleefully O
course it is the eommtestott The e are

of TraqUalr and all th yest
just as I gkvtf them to the s oratary
and there is Charles RexJin the s

It Is a h the
original You never left De
alive within a mlleodBroughCen

did that vorarthing Not as lively-
as I have yet alive neverr
theless

Then ride rMefor the north We
have stood too lon shattering here

All in good time Frames Titer is
no more hurry than ever there B-

less Indeed for it sotmu that
Cromwell some reason to
tOmS at this by fraud and no by force
uut now that Lie Courcys name Is

us I ask you what you
knoW against him more than I have
told you

the names

Ion nllnu
uplicat Cromwell

tIer
nfl in

s
tome

or waR

between

kflg

has

men-
tioned

¬

Against him I know
against him Would that you killed
him He would sell his soul if he
has onO He robbed my dying father
and on the day of his death when I
was the only one inLondon who did
not know he was executed De CSSurcy
lured me to his apartments at White-
hall under pretence of leading me to
the king that I might plead for my
fathers life There he attempted
trap me snapped in my hand the sword
which I had clutched from the wall to
defend myself and I struck him twice in
the face and blinded him with hi own
false blood and so ereaped Judge
then my fear when I saw hint there

had

teen

¬

¬

at Oxford
The truth The truth at la t the

truth shouted Armstrong 1

weight had fallen from his shOulBwrs
Time has a honest steel

and cannot be mistaken when once yon
hear It He Hod to me about you 1

Oxford and I called Isbn a liar and
would have proven it on him but that
he told me you were danger 1

should have killed the whelp this morn
Ing butt that h could not defend hint

selfThe truth yes but only pert of it

He did not rob last night
Nonsense He did-

I robbed you I stole Into your room
and robbed I carried the original
of that document to Cromwell
and it is no in his hands It was th
p e of my brothers life My brother
ucifi set on your track by romweli
and being wounded I took up his task
Do you That was my mis-

sion to Oxfocdi To delude ou to rob
and I have done it

Girl you are distraught
1 am not Kv ry word J eu is

true
You are saying that to si lp9torne

one
Look William Artnstroiufrgigcvtw

hqurs and more
by the wrist There la the bracelet with
which you praentod mebrack uroof
of the black guilt I confess you

She held her hand aloft and th
sleeve fell away frmn the white anl
rounded arm marred oily by tto-

i rir len wMrrP his fln rrr had p
I n yoNsay I did Uat

If still you do not believe rne

mug like f
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ou

yo

I 1ItI1
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you
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measure your fingers with the had
Ow thex Jwve cast

She raiehed Out her hand to him H 1

he took it to hits left stroking tlvj
bruised wrist with his but look-
Ing into hot ey rall the while

Frances it is this secret that stoo l
between us

Yes
Is that all that t id between us
Ain Is It not enough All It is a

mountain of sin that bears me to thevery ground
Why dear lass did you not tell

meTell you It was from you of au
the world I must conceal it until
nowHe laughed very qtlctly fbadttng
her hand

little
AVhat is quareling kirg or reflti iiscountry to ir tSO Pared with HNowonder iny besting hart did not awak-
en me your hand upon it foe Itwas with
ly yout own Heaven mend mv brokenpatriotism but if you asked ne Iwould have ridden myself to Cromwellwith the kitlfs ViinMiture

JNe me how

codJrator yoU sad 111

YOU know

>

¬

tes in all the Jan
Ibr she was aware or cOuld ward offhis attack If she hud wished to whe reached hnpebitvtty forward caught
her off l r horse and hT her n
arms as If she were a child kissing her

bet eyes herlips
And now do you itrcive me Fran

O V

Oh willingly willlB
trespass we forgtv them thattrespass agalnct us But wet me oa my
horse again I beg of you

I can hardly believe you are hereyet
Cease this footing The monteots are

too precfouc for It
This is no fooling I never was in

earnest all my life before
Will Will J Implore yOU Do you

understand You are jestiNg on
Die of the grave De Tourer has
cratitfed to Cromwell re this and that
grim man JR ligating the north against
us They are now on our track

Time way IR clear There is no one
and we can outride them when

they come
Theyare riding across country to In-

tercept us Oh let not iuy arms hold
you back for destruction Cromwell
Itimeelf told me he would hang you if
the had to take you

He dare not Have e tear
He dares anything You do not

that man and your condemns
this document rests noW on the

youcan 7 toe
you 1 bravest

and with that bto

do

his

r

for
A

I
not

know

ou forgive theeorglve Yu are the

Wounded wrist

Yresps

In-

sight

n

¬

heart it would still
world to tear it from YOU If you

love me as you say let us to the north
at once

W jll he knew the truth of her warn-
Ing now that he understood the eae
but was reluctant to let her 90
lest appealhad and he placed
her once more on her horse Together
they off again through a land that
seemed silent and at peace but It was
only seeming-

To be Continued next Sunday
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